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WHAT IS SUSTAINABILITY?1
Meaning

Sustainability means ‘Lastingness’. The word came into Oxford 

dictionary in 20th Century but the equivalent has been used in almost 
all languagesSustainability is not a modern concept

Hunters and 

Gatherers

Aztecs

Leaving behind 
the place in 
search of 
another land

Living within 
their means

Practiced agrarian urbanism where 
in they viewed as valued resources 
and recycled them

Waste = economy

Indian
Buddhism, Jainism, Hinduism and 
Tribes across India considers 
nature as places of worship

African
The tribes of Central Africa practice 
sustainable agricultural practices and 
hunt only within confined spaces. These 
have been passed on generation after 
generation

Do you remember some of the sustainable 

practice from your family or region?



HISTORY OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT2
Industrial Revolution

From 1800-1970 the industrial revolution 
was responsible for expectation of 
unlimited economic growth. 

Manufacturing Production grew by 1730 
times

1945 – Post WW2

Post WW2 Bretton Wood agreement was 
signed to initiate a new economic system 
which viewed all currency against the dollar 
and also expanded free trade between 
countries

Golden age of Capitalism
1945-1970

1945

1962

Industrialization and commercialization started growing in 
western countries which gave rise to unprecedented 
population growth, pollution and resource depletion 

Rachel Carson released her 
book Silent Spring which 
caused a drive among people 
to look at environment 

1972

The growing anxiety of environmental degradation 
was expressed in various published literature and 
public sentiments. New movements were formed 
such as Greenpeace and Chipko Movement 

UNEP was formed in the 
Stockholm Conference to 
address environmental 
concerns

1983

The Brundtland Commission 
was formed to come up with
a holistic process of 
managing development 
without destroying the 
environment

1987

The genesis of the word 
sustainable development 
was done in the report called 
‘Our Common Future’



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT3
"Sustainable development is development 

that meets the needs of the present, 

without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs.”
- Our Common Future

Triangle of Sustainability



AGENDA 21 AND MDG4
1992

The concept of Sustainable Development 
was presented in a report by UN in the 
first Earth Summit in Rio De Janeiro. The 
report was called Agenda 21

Agenda 21 was Non Binding action plan to 
execute sustainable development 
at the local, national and 
international level

Why it did not work

Large organisation
did not embrace 
sustainable 
development and 
developing countries 
thought it was 
drafted by 
developed countries

2000 UN initiated Millennium 
Development Goals to 
reduce global poverty

8 
Goals

18
Targets

48 
Indicators

What were the achievements of MDG

The MDG was successful in bringing 
significant upliftment in all the targets 
significantly help in reducing the global 
poverty in the developing countries

What were the drawbacks of MDG

1. Lack of interconnectivity 

among goals

2. Less consideration to 

environmental and economic 
dimension

3. It was narrow in its approach because 

developed nation only paid aid to developing 
nation



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS5
2012 In Rio+20 conference, 2 

teams were formed to 
formulate the successor to 
MDGs.   

2015

Sustainable Development Goals were 
launched in New York as a blueprint 
towards a better and sustainable future for 
all

What makes SDGs a more holistic approach

17
Goals

169
Targets

1. It is based on the pillars of economic, 

environment and social development

2. Encompass all the countries unlike MDGs 

which focused only on developing countries 

3. Involved CSOs from the planning phase 

itself known as the post 2015 Agenda

4. It was drafted by an open drafting group 

instead of technocrats through rigorous 
consultations



HOW DO WE CALCULATE SDGs - GLOBAL6
GIF Global Indicator Framework

In 2017, UN Statistical Commission developed SDG indicators for 
the 193 member countries to track the progress of SDG of each 
country. The indicators are flexible to be adopted by every 
country while ensuring comparability

Unique 
indicators

231
Total 

Indicators

248
Last 

published

2020

CLICK TO ACCESS 

THE WEBSITE

https://sdgs.un.org/#goal_section


SDGs IN THE GLOBAL CONTEXT6



SDGs IN THE GLOBAL CONTEXT: RANKING6a



SDGs IN INDIA7
India is critical in driving sustainability for the planet. National Institute for 

Transforming India (NITI) Aayog has been entrusted with the mission to 

map schemes and support the ministries in achieving the target. Ministry 

of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) have also created 

the National Indicator Framework (NIF) which helps to understand SDG at 

the national level.

120/165
India Rank

60.1/100
India Score

Nodal Institutes

Achiever | 100

Front Runner | 65-99

Performer | 50-64

Aspirant | 0-49



HOW INDIA IS DELIVERING ON THE SDGs8



HOW INDIA IS CALCULATING SDGS9
NIF National Indicator Framework

NIF of India was published in 2018 to track the progress of all 
the states and Union Territories towards achieving the goals of 
SDG 2030.

Last published 
(V3)

2021

Click to Explore SDG Dashboard

A

B
C

Click to access NIF 

V3

https://sdgindiaindex.niti.gov.in/#/
https://sdgindiaindex.niti.gov.in/#/
https://mospi.gov.in/sites/default/files/NIF.pdf


LOCALISATION OF SDG10
What is Localisation of SDG

‘Localising’ is the process of recognising subnational contexts in the 
achievement of the 2030 Agenda.. Localisation relates both to how 
local and sub-national governments can support the achievement of 
the SDGs through bottom up action as well as how the SDGs can 
provide a framework for local development policy

Phase

1

Phase

2

Phase

3
Identifying institutions and assigning 
specific mandate to deliver on the SDGs

Raising Awareness and Advocating for SDG 
implementation

Bringing on board Ministries, State 
governments and the UTs



SDG IN ASSAM11

State Indicator Framework of Assam

SIF was developed by all the states and Union Territories across India to track their 
progress towards achieving SDG. As of 2021 all the states and UT have published their 
SIF. Assam SIF was launched in the SDG North East Conclave held in Guwahati in the 
presence of honourable Chief Minister of Assam and officials of NITI Aayog. The 
Conclave took place from 24-26th February 2020

Nodal Department

2020
Indicators published 

300
Total Indicators

Assam was the first subnational government to 

formally adopt SDG and align its plan with it

Previous work related to SDG

As the first state to adopt SDG, Assam has done 
significant work to incorporate SDG in its plan. An 
SDG Cell was created to plan according to SDGs. It has 
published several documents and newsletters to 
incorporate SDG and implement them at the most 
local level 

Content: 

i. SDGs in Action 

• Assam Agenda 2030 

• Taking SDGs to Grassroots 
 
ii.         SDGs in Focus 

• Goal 4: Quality Education 
 
iii. Education Assessment in As-
sam:  Gunotsav 
 
iv. Monthly Reads 
 
v.  SDGs in News 
 
vi. SDG Videos 
 
vii.  Contact 

Assam Agenda 2030: Strategies and Actions for Achieving the SDGs in Assam 

Guwahati 26th and 27th February 2018: The Hon’ble Speaker of the Legisla-

tive Assembly Shri H.  N. Goswami organized a two-day ‘Interaction with Members of 

Legislative Assembly’, on understanding the Sustainable Development Goals and the 

detailed discussion on the ‘Assam Agenda 2030: Strategies and Actions for Achieving 

the SDGs in Assam.’ Understanding the need for achieving these goals, the two-days 

interaction focused on  bringing together the leaders of the state to envision a better 

future and sustainable world by 2030 through the SDGs. This political will is one of the 

cornerstones for the achievement of these goals as it will directly impact the implemen-

tation and localization of the goals to every individual in the state.  

The interaction was designed for the MLAs to interact closely with experts 

from around the country like Dr. Usha Jumani (Consultant and Research Scholar), Dr. 

Devi Prasad Shetty (Chairman, Narayana Healthcare), Dr. Mihir Kanti Choudhury 

(Advisor, Government of Assam), Shri Anurag Goel (SDGs Advisor to UNDP), Prof. 

Sebastian Morris (IIM Ahmedabad), Dr. Navroz K. Dubash (Centre for Policy Research), Justice Hrishikesh Roy, and Shri Ashok Lahiri (Chairman, 

Bandhan Bank) and Dr. Shiladitya Chatterjee, Advisor, Centre for SDGs, Assam interacted with the MLAs on understanding these Goals. Senior 

Officials from across the Departments presented their Strategies and Actions through convergence for achieving the Goals by 2030.  

The Hon’ble speaker during the two-day interaction stressed on the need for the political leaders to be able to engage more closely with 

the SDGs for achieving these by 2030. He focused on the need for MLAs and bureaucrats to work together and the need for more regular meetings 

and interactions among them. Hon’ble Minister Dr. Himanta Biswa Sharma, stressed on the need to look at the finance and its components through 

the SDG lens to increase accountability in terms of finances. Shri V. K. Pipersenia, Chief Secretary, reinstated how Assam is ‘moving well ahead of 

the rest of the world’ in terms of SDGs and this needs to be kept up. Many Hon’ble MLAs from across all parties interacted closely with the speakers 

and asked questions to the resource persons for deeper understanding on these issues.  

The two-day programme ended with the Hon’ble Speaker declaring formulation of a Legislator’s Forum for SDGs which will comprise of 

members of all political parties and will meet once in every quarter. He also declared that every session of the Assembly at least one SDG Goal will 

be discussed on the floor of the house. He declared that one SDG Youth Fellowship Programme will be launched where one young person will be 

designated to each MLA through a process of selection for assisting them and integrating SDGs in their constituencies.  

The SDGs which have 193 countries as signatories is a landmark agreement which set forth a set of seventeen goals which are to be 

achieved by 2030 and Government of Assam was the first state in the country to adopt these 17 goals and to come out with a Vision Document 

which lays down the strategies for achieving these international goals. The Government of Assam has already started the process of integrating 

SDGs into their policies by training officials on the SDGs and developing Strategies and Actions for achieving these goals by 2030. It has started the 

process of localising by taking it to the districts and integrated it into the outcome budgeting process. The Government has set up a Centre for SDGs 

for coordinating the activities of the state and the Transformation and Development Department is the nodal department for the SDGs in Assam.  

 

 

 

 

SDGs in Action in Assam 

“There is no ‘Plan B’ because we do not have a ‘Planet B.’ We 

have to work and galvanize our action.”  

- Ban Ki Moon, Former Secretary General, United Nations 



SDG IN ASSAM – CURRENT STATUS11



SDG IN ASSAM | CURRENT WORK12

Number of Indicators

The number of indicators to determine the SDG of 
Assam is 300.  

2020
300

Goal wise segregation of indicators

The indicators are spread across 16 goals to get a holistic 
picture of the advancement of Assam towards the SDG 
goals. This will be beneficial for further planning 
accordingly.

18 30

41

38

19

12

3

31
12

6

11

7

4

N/A

16

17 2

SDG Cell 

An SDG Cell has been established by the Department of Transformation and 
Development in collaboration with Ernst & Young LLP to monitor the current 
status of SDG across the state while benchmarking the targets for 2030

Directorate of Dairy Development

Directorate of Fisheries

Irrigation

Higher Education

Department of Information Technology

Assam State Biodiversity Board

Department of Information Technology/ 
State E-Governance Mission Team

UIDAI

Water Resources

Department of Telecommunications

Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs

Central Ground Water Board/ Water 
Resource Department

Transport

Dept. of Tribal Affairs/ Directorate of 
Welfare of Plain tribes and backward 
classes

Revenue and Disaster Management

State Election Commision

Directorate of Animal Husbandary and 
Veterinary

Tourism

Public Works Department (PWD)

Judicial

Directorate of Economics and Statistics

Public Health Engineering Department 
(PHED)

Industries and Commerce

Power

Panchayat and Rural Development (PNRD)

Department of Housing and Urban Affairs 
(DoHUA)

Finance

Pollution Control Board, Assam

Environment and Forest

Labour Welfare

Skill Employment & Entrepreneurship Dept. 
(SEED)

Department of Women and Child 
Development /  Directorate Of Social 
Welfare (Social Justice And Empowerment 
Sector)

Department of Agriculture and Horticulture

Home Department

Education

Health and Family Welfare

Departments involved


